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Gen er al  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

  

  

•                     All candidates must  receive the same t reatment .  

Exam iners must  mark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

same way as they mark the last .  

•            Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. 

Candidates must  be rewarded for what  they have shown 

they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

•                     Exam iners should mark according to the mark 

scheme not  according to their percept ion of where the 

grade boundaries may lie.  

•                     There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on 

the mark scheme should be used appropr iately.  

•            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme.  

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the mark scheme. 

•             Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes 

will provide the principles by which marks will be awarded 

and exemplif icat ion m ay be lim ited.  

•                     When examiners are in doubt  regarding the 

applicat ion of the mark scheme to a candidate’s response, 

the team leader must  be consulted.  

•                     Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the 

candidate has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 

 



 
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1  Sen t en ces t est in g  g r am m at ica l  k n ow led g e

  

This part  of the paper is marked out  of f ifteen. 

 

3 marks per sentence    

  2  X 5  =  1 0  m ar k s  

 

Deduct  ½  mark for each m inor error. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 ( 1 5 )  
 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( a)  அவன் ேகாய�லில் இ�ந்� வ�கிறான். ( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( b )  அவனால் அந்த ேவைலைய ெசய்� ��க்க 

இய�ம் ஆனால் ��ய ேநரம் எ�க்�ம். 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( c)  என� நண்பன் வ �ட்�ல் இல்லாததால் அவைனச் 

சந்திக்க ��யவ�ல்ைல. 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( d )  அவன் ேவலிக்� ேமலால் பந்ைத ஏதற்காக 

எறிந்தான்? 

( 2 )  

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

1 ( e)  அவன் நன்றாகப் ப�த்தால் ப�ட்ைசய�ல் சித்தி 
அைடயலாம். 

( 2 )  

 

 



 
 
 

Qu est ion  2  –  Tr an slat ion  in t o  [ lan g u age]  

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and qualit y of language, using the 

following assessment  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incomprehensible. Communicat ion is frequent ly impaired.  

 

1-3 

Only the more st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom. Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com municat ion 

impaired at  t imes.  

 

4-6 

 

The main points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the most  part , although problems are encountered with more complex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Some passages m isunderstood and at tempts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very competent  rendering of the original text  with grasp of most  

detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 

m isinterpreted. Some successful at tempts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

 



No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 

morphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept/ t ime sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com municat ion impaired. Very lit t le worthy of credit .  

 

1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with some often quite basic items 

unknown. At  t imes some fair ly basic problems with tense concept / t ime 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using simple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in more complex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Some use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About  half 

of what  is wr it ten should be free of major errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t ime 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

to read for the most  part .  

7-8 

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t ime sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall, although not  

necessarily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

2  இன்� பல வள�ம் நா�கள�ல் ஆண் மற்�ம் 

ெபண் இ�பால�ம் தங்கள� ��ம்பத்தின் 

நல்ல வ�மானத்திற்காக�ம் மற்�ம் சிறந்த 
வாழ்க்ைக �ைறைய உ�திப�த்�வதற்காக�ம் 

ேவைலக்�ச் ெசல்கின்றனர். இதன் வ�ைளவாக, 
ஒ� வழக்கமான ��ம்பத்தின் வ�மானம் 

இரட்�ப்பாகிற�. 

இந்த �றிப்ப�டத்தக்க மாற்றம் ேவைல உலகில் 

மக்கள் எண்ண�க்ைகய�ன் அதிக�ப்ைப 
உ�வாக்கி�ள்ள�. இப்ேபா� மக்கள் எந்த 
ெதாழிலில் �ைழவெதன்றா�ம் த�தி மற்�ம் 

பய�ற்சி அவசியம். ஒ� ெதாழில் நி�ணர் ஆக 
ேவண்�ெமன�ல் உயர்ந்த திறன்கள் மற்�ம் 

நி�ணத்�வம் ேதைவப்ப�கிற�. அத்ேதா� ஒ� 
ேவைலையப் ெப�வதற்� ந�ண்டகால 
அர்ப்பண�ப்� மற்�ம் அத்�ைறையப் பற்றிய 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ஆய்� ேதைவப்ப�கிற�.  

சம�ப ஆண்�கள�ல் ெபா�ளாதார �க்கிய 

மாற்றம் மற்�ம் கல்வ� �ைற தாக்கத்தினால் 

ெதாழிலாளர் சந்ைதய�ல் மக்கள�ன் எண்ண�க்ைக 
அதிக�த்�ள்ள�. அத்ேதா� தற்ேபா� 
ெதாழில்கள�ல் ேச�ம் மக்க�க்கான வாய்ப்�கள் 
�ன்� இ�ந்தி�க்கவ�ல்ைல. இ� �றிப்பாகப் 
ெபண்க�க்� உண்ைமயானதாக உள்ள� . 

 

உலகம் ��வ�ம் உள்ள மக்கள் கல்வ�ய�ன் 

�க்கியத்�வத்ைத உணர்ந்ததால், அதிக 
ெபண்கள் ஊதிய ேவைலய�ல் ஈ�பட 
ஆரம்ப�த்�ள்ளனர். நி�ணத்�வ ஆண்கள் மற்�ம் 

ெபண்கள் சம எண்ண�க்ைகய�ல் அதிக அளவ�ல் 
ெதாழில்கள�ல் �ைழந்�ள்ளனர் என்� ஒ� 

சர்வேதச ஆய்� ��கிற�. 

 

இளம் ெபற்ேறார்கைள ேவைலய�ல் 

ஊக்�வ�க்�ம் வைகய�ல், பலதரப்பட்ட �ழந்ைத 
பராம�ப்� ஏற்பா�கைளப் ெப�ம்பாலான 

�தலாள�கள் வழங்�கின்றனர். என� 32 வய� 

சேகாத� சீதாவ�ற்� இரண்� �ழந்ைதகள் 

உள்ளனர். அவள் "என் �தலாள�ய�ன் ஆதர� 

இல்லாமல் நான் ேவைலக்� தி�ம்ப�ப் 
ேபாய��க்கேவ ��யா�." என்� ��கிறார். 
இ� ப�க்�ம் இைளஞர்க�க்� ெதாடர்ந்� 

கல்வ�ய�ல் ஈ�பாட்ைட ஊக்�வ�க்க�ம் மற்�ம் 

நி�வனங்கள�ன் �தலாள�கள் தம� 
ெதாழிலாளர்கள�ல் ேநரத்ைத�ம் பணத்ைத�ம் 
�த�� ெசய்கிறார்கள். இ� ஒ� 

ேநர்மைறயான தாக்கத்ைத உ�வாக்�கிற�.  

ஊழியர்கள் ேவைல ேத�ம் ேபா�, 

நி�வனத்தின் ெதாழில் வளர்ச்சிகள் மற்�ம் 

சம்பாதிக்�ம் திறைன க�த்தில் ெகாள்ள 

ேவண்�ம். 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

( 2 5 )  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Qu est ion  3 –  Tr an slat ion  in t o  En g l ish   

 

Marks are awarded for t ransm ission and qualit y of language, using the 

following assessment  cr iter ia gr ids.  

 

Transm ission Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Only the very basic points are t ransm it ted successfully with som e very 

st raight forward sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is often 

incomprehensible. Communicat ion is frequent ly impaired.  

 

1-3 

Only the more st raight forward and concrete points are t ransm it ted 

successfully. Very lit t le or no awareness of nuance and/ or idiom. Several 

sect ions totally m isunderstood. The style is incoherent  with com municat ion 

impaired at  t imes.  

 

4-6 

 

The main points, usually narrat ive and concrete, are conveyed successfully 

for the most  part , although problems are encountered with more complex 

language. I nference, nuance and idiom  t ransm it ted successfully on 

occasions. Some passages m isunderstood and at tempts at  rephrasing only 

part ially successful. The style is not  always coherent .  

 

7-9 

A generally very competent  rendering of the original text  with grasp of most  

detail, nuance and idiom. Some passages, usually more complex, 

m isinterpreted. Some successful at tempts at  rephrasing. The style is 

generally pleasing.  

10-12 

Excellent  t ransm ission skills with clear grasp of detail. Excellent  t ransfer of 

inference, nuance and idiom. Pleasant  to read. 
13-15 

 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A very high incidence of basic error in all aspects of grammar, syntax and 

morphology. Basic lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task are unknown. 

No awareness of tense concept/ t ime sequence. Large sect ions totally 

m isunderstood. Com municat ion impaired. Very lit t le worthy of credit .  

 

1-2 

Some inaccuracies in basic grammar, although narrat ive sect ions, usually 

short  and st raight forward, are in general correct . Lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task rest r icted with some often quite basic items 

unknown. At  t imes some fair ly basic problems with tense concept / t ime 

sequence. Use of given adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases occasionally 

evident , though these are likely to be only part ially successful. Often quite 

diff icult  to follow.  

 

3-4 

 

Largely accurate when using simple, short  phrases:  incidence of error 

increases in more complex language. Lexis and st ructures appropriate to the 

task tend to be adequate, with several item s unknown. Some use of given 

adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases with some degree of success. About  half 

of what  is wr it ten should be free of major errors. Not  always easy to read. 

 

5-6 

A high level of accuracy overall, however with occasional basic errors, 

usually in more complex language. Uses a wide range of lexis and st ructures 

appropriate to the task with occasional lapses. Grasp of tense concept / t ime 

sequence generally secure, although occasional lapses are evident . Pleasant  

7-8 

 



to read for the most  part .  

A very high level of accuracy with only m inor errors. Confident  use of a wide 

range of lexis and st ructures appropriate to the task. Excellent  grasp of 

tense concept / t ime sequence. Very pleasant  to read overall, although not  

necessarily fault less.  

9-10 

 

 

 
Quest ion 

Number 

Answer Mark 

3  Sport  plays an important  role in one’s 

overall development . We can learn and 

develop a range of skills through sports. I t  

is therefore crucial that  schools include 

physical educat ion in their  curr iculum.  

 

Sport  serves as an excellent  compet it ive 

and physical act iv it y. People who play 

sports are healthier.  Playing sports often 

involves physical act ivit ies like running, 

jumping and using energy posit ively. 

Playing sports from an early age 

st rengthens the bones and muscles which 

tones the body. A famous saying states “a 

healthy m ind resides in a healthy body.”  

 

Playing sports im proves a range of 

mathemat ical skills in part icipants. Being in 

a team develops leadership qualit ies and 

encourages players to follow inst ruct ions. 

Sport  involves com pet it ive skills and to 

accept  victory and defeat . I t  also 

cont r ibutes to building up stam ina and 

tolerance.  

 

Playing sports is very beneficial for the 

development  of social skills in a person. 

Sport  teaches individuals to interact  and 

work with people as a team. I t  helps to 

think together and to develop planning skills 

in players. Sports build confidence and give 

a sense of achievement .  A professional 

coach says “ top athletes tend to be 

successful in both their  career and personal 

life.”   

 

Compet it ive sports require players to plan 

carefully to use and maxim ise everyone’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ( 2 5 )  

 



potent ial. They need to devise the best  

ways to score and win. I t  is also important  

that  everyone enjoys the game.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Qu est ion  4  –  W r i t in g  ( 3 5  m ar k s)  

(a)   ந�ங்கள் ஒ� ேகா�ஸ்வரன்  ஆனால் என்ன ெசய்வ �ர்கள்? 

If you became a millionaire what would you do?   
 

(b) ச�கத் ெதாடர்பாடல் சாதனங்கைளப் பாவ�ப்பதால் ஏற்ப�ம் 

நன்ைமகள், த�ைமகள் பற்றி வ�ளக்க�ம். 

 

Explain the advantages and disadvantages of using social media 
 

(c) உங்கள் வாழ்க்ைகய�ல் மிக�ம் மறக்க ��யாத நிகழ்� பற்றி 
வ�வ�க்க�ம்.  

Describe the most memorable event of your life. 

 

(d)  நான் ஒ� ம�த்�வர் ஆவதற்கான சவால்கள் என்ன? 

 What are the challenges of becoming a doctor? 
 
 
 

 

Marks are awarded for com m u n icat ion  an d  con t en t  and q u al i t y  o f  

lan g u ag e , using the following assessment  grid.  
 

Communicat ion and content  Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

Task generally m isunderstood with lit t le relevant  informat ion conveyed. 

Much ambiguity, confusion and om ission. Level of response m inimal with 

only a few relevant  phrases. Communicat ion largely impaired. Time 

sequences rarely correct . Largely incomprehensible with the except ion of 

isolated items. Very diff icult  to read.  

 

1-4 

Main points of the task understood but  some points totally m isunderstood. 

Some major om issions with a degree of irrelevance and/ or repet it ion. Level 

of response fair ly lim ited with lit t le opinion and just if icat ion appropriate to 

the task. Funct ions predominant ly in simple, concrete sentences for the 

 

 5-8 

 

 



most  part . Some evidence of correct  t ime sequences but  most ly 

inconsistent  and insecure. Just  about  comprehensible overall with, 

however, a marked degree of ambiguit y. Not  easy to read. 

Majority of task completed, however, with some significant  om issions. 

There may be some irrelevance. Goes beyond a m inimal response with 

some expansion of ideas and st raight forward opinion relevant  to the task. 

Time sequences show a degree of ambiguit y at  t imes. Comprehensible 

overall with some at tempt  to link the piece into a coherent  whole. 

Ambiguous in places especially in more am bit ious language. Tends to be 

somewhat  predictable.  

 

9-12 

Responds to nearly all of the task although there may be some om issions. 

Some relevant  expansion at  t imes. Provides evidence of descript ion, 

narrat ion and opinion as appropriate to the task. Time sequences generally 

sound with occasional lapses. A generally well st ructured piece of wr it ing. A 

sound at tempt  overall to link the piece into a coherent  whole with, 

however, some lapses. May be a lit t le pedest r ian and predictable or 

somewhat  over-ambit ious at  t imes.  

13-16 

Responds fully and appropriately to the st imulus with excellent  and 

relevant  expansion. Gives detailed descr ipt ions, expresses and just if ies 

opinions as appropr iate to the task. The t ime sequence is clear and 

unambiguous. A coherent  piece of wr it ing which is pleasant  to read.  

17-20 

 

Quality of language Mark 

No language worthy of credit .  0 

A high level of inaccuracy with very frequent  and basic errors in grammar, 

syntax and morphology. There may be the occasional correct  phrase. No 

awareness of tense concept / t ime reference. Vocabulary very basic with 

lit t le of no evidence of correct  use of basic st ructures. Communicat ion is 

severely impaired overall. Ext remely diff icult  to read. 

 

1-3 

Accuracy is inconsistent  with frequent  basic errors in grammar, syntax and 

morphology. Sim ple, short  sentences are somet imes correct , but  very lit t le 

beyond. Range of vocabulary and st ructure very lim ited. Use of tense 

concept / t ime reference lim ited and often inappropriate. Lim ited success in 

at tempts at  enhancement  of fact  with adject ives and/ or adverbial phrases. 

Not  easy to read.  

 

 4-6 

 

Fair ly accurate in sim ple language, however tends to be inconsistent  in 

applicat ion of gramm ar, syntax and morphology when at tempt ing more 

complex language. Range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure standard and 

somewhat  predictable. Some inconsistency in use of tense concept / t ime 

reference. Some at tempts at  subordinat ion and sentence linking which are 

only part ially successful. At tempts enhancement  of fact  with adject ives 

and/ or adverbial phrases with moderate success. About  half of what  is 

writ ten should be free of major errors. Despite inaccuracies, the basic 

message is conveyed.  

 

7-9 

Generally accurate and secure in gramm ar, syntax and morphology with 

some lapses. Accuracy less secure when more complex language is 

at tempted. Uses a good range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure, which 

are for the most  part  appropriate to the task. At tempts at  more ambit ious 

st ructures not  always successful. Generally a secure grasp of tense 

concept / t ime reference. Manipulates language to suit  the task at  hand, 

however with some errors. A wide range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure 

10-12 

 



may compensate for a lower level of accuracy. Generally easy to read 

despite the errors.  

Predominant ly accurate:  free of all but  m inor errors in gram mar, syntax 

and morphology. Uses a wide range of vocabulary, idiom and st ructure 

appropriate to the task with very lit t le or no repet it ion. Excellent  use of 

tense concept / t ime reference. Excellent  examples of subordinat ion and 

appropriate use of more complex st ructures. Clear ability to manipulate 

language with a high degree of accuracy to suit  the purpose. Very pleasant  

to read, though not  necessarily fault less.  

13-15 
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